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Tsar recalled the Russian officers who were in command of the
Bulgarian army. The European ambassadors at Constantinople
" condemned the revolution " and called upon the Bulgarians to
disarm and dissolve the union. Then the Servian army invaded
Bulgaria, which was unprotected on the western side. Alexan-
der came back from Roumelia. The army, with Bulgarian offi-
cers in place of the Russians, took the offensive, forced the
Servians back through the passes and drove them into Servia.
Europe imposed peace.

Bulgaria's victory made the separate existence of Roumelia
impracticable. The great powers continued, however, to demand
execution of the Treaty of Berlin and to refuse to recognise
the new state formed by the fusion of the two Bulgarias; but they
contented themselves with a protest. The Turkish government
finally accepted a compromise: Alexander was appointed gov-
ernor of Roumelia (1886).

Russia would not be appeased. The result was to make of the
Radical party, determined to maintain the union, a nationalist
party opposed to foreign intervention. This party kept the
ministry and had an enormous majority in the Sobranje, now re-
enforced by delegates from Roumelia. Zankoff, the leader of
the Liberal party, became an agitator in Russia's service against
the government. There remained a strong Russian party in the
army and among the Orthodox clergy. The officers of special
military services and the pupils of the military school at Sofia
made a military coup d'etat. Alexander, surprised by the con-
spirators, was forced to abdicate and was carried out of the coun-
try. Zankoff issued a proclamation explaining the deposition as
the result of following a policy hostile to the Slavic race (August,
1886). A counter revolution quickly followed. The conspir-
ators were arrested, Alexander was recalled and received with
acclamation. The Tsar, however, refused to approve his return.
Alexander abdicated, and a regency of three members took the
power until a new prince should be elected.

Stambouloff, one of the regents and president of the Sobranje,
then took charge of Bulgaria. He governed in harmony with
Moutkouroff, the Roumelian commander of militia; but he quar-
relled with the third regent, Karaveloff, the former leader of the
Radical party.

Bulgaria's whole political life turned on plans for inducing
Europe to accept the union and on the struggle against the Rus-
sian party, Russia refused to recognise the Sobranje because of